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The PREFACE. 


HE Subject of the following Diſ= 
courſe is no leſs than the grand 
Concern of the whole World, im- | 
plied in that Queſtion which the 
Voung-man in the Goſpel put to our Saviour, 
Matth. xix. 16. Good Maſter! What 
good Thing ſhall 1 do. that I may have 
eternal Life ? | 2 £04 200} 

This muſt needs be the Deſire of all Rational 
Creatares, (who cannot bat wiſh well to them- 
ſelves ) how different ſoever the Way and Means 
may be, which they make Choice of at preſent. 

Thus, as ſoon as ſom? of the Jews were 
convinced of their Sin and Error in rejecting 
their Meſſiah, and putting him to Death, by 
St. Peter's firſt Sermon, in which he aſſerted 
the Reſurrection of Jeſus, and that God had 
made him Lord and Chriſt, Acts ii. 36. 
they immediately ask him, and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles Cv. 37-] Men and Brethren what 
{hall we do? i. e. that we may be ſaved. To 
which, St. Peter anſwers Lv. 38.] Repent, 
and be Baptized. | : 

(I.) Repent, 1. e. Renounce and forſake 
all evil Ways. In general Amend 101 * 
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And, more particularly, retract your Error in 
rejecting your Meſſiah, and repent. of that 
horrid Siu, of ſhedding his innocent Blood. 
(2.) Be Baptized — Baptiſm is, by our 
Saviour Chriſt's Taft itution, the Ceremony of 
initiating. Proſelytes into his Religion, a Feae- 
ral Rite, by whith he will have all his Difeaples 
become incorporated into one Spiritual Society, 
of. which he is the Supreme Head, © 
+: Then, it follows, [v..41.] They that glad- 
ly, received his Word were baptized ;' and 
the ſame Day, there were added to them, 
about Three thouſand Souls. 
Here me have a Deſcription of the Infant. 
State of the Chriſtian Church, the firjt Foun- 


=. 


*** 


* 


| . dation of the Catholick Church of Chriſt, to 


be extended thro* all Ager and Places, to the 
Worla*s. End. It then con ſiſted of the Apo- 
ſtles and penitent Believers, to the Number 
of about three thouſand, incorporated into on: 
| Society, according 40 the Terms of the New Co- 
denaut, by the E:acral Rite, or Seal of Baptiſm, 
under ſeſus Chriſt, their Supreme Head; 
which, as it farther increaſed, and dilated itfelf 

Into all Parts of the Earth, was thereby: diſtri- 
” buted into many particular Churchet, under 
* particular Paſtors and Governors, yet keeping 
'$ C ommunion with one another, im all the Eſje en- 
tals of (brit Faith, Vorſbip, and Dit 
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Seeing then, the Apoſtles,” by the plentiful i 
Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, on the 
Day of Pentecoſt, were themſelves abundantly 
repleniſhed with all uſeful Rnomledge, and able 
to inſtrutt the Morld in all Points relating to 
their Salvation: Szeing the Direction they 
gave Men, in this Caſe, was to Repent, and 
be Baptized ; Aud, ſeeing they that believed 
their Word mere accordingly Baptized, and 
continued with one accord in the daily Per- 
formance of Religions Offices : Cv. 42, and 46. 
And ſeeing this Collection of Baptized Peni- 
tents, is calPd [Lv. 47. J the CHURCH, i 
uato which, the Lord added daily ſuch as 


ſhould be ſaved, I: evidently follows, '\ -» i 


That the ordinary Way to eternal Life and 
Salvation, is thro" the Church; by entering 
into that Society, and remaining a ſound 
Member of the ſamæ, which, in Scripture, 
hath moſt honourable Names and Titles, I 
is call the Houſe of God, the City of 
God, the Kingdom of God, and the 
Kingdom of Heaven, very. frequently in 
our Saviour*s Parables; and this very fitly, 
ſeeing it hath heavenly Laws,” Rules and 
Directions, for the ordering Menus Lives; 
heavenly Promiſes to influence their Hopes; 
ana heavenly Grace, thro' the Aids of Gods 
holy Spirit, to enable the Members of it to 
e. 1 have 
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have their Converſation in Heaven, even 
while they live on Earth. And, into this 
heavenly Society, muſt all they be admitted, 
who ſhall enjoy the happy Preſonce of God in 
Heaven, to all Eternity. 
So that it is 2 higheſt Conſequence, to 
be well aſſured thut we are Members of the 
W Church of Chriſt, that Myſtical Body of which 
| be i Head; for the Sake of which it was, 
whatever he did or ſuffer'd in the Fleſh ; and 
W conſequently the Ground of our Union with 
m, i, our Communion with all the true 
# Members of his Body the Church. 
Bat, foraſmuch as there are Variety of 
= Sets among us, all aſſuming to themſelves 
that honourable Name, and theſe being very 
* different if not contrary to one another, and 
diſagreeing in ſuch Points, as are eſſential to 
the true Church, how ſhall the unlearned, Per- 
ſons of a common Rank, and ordinary Abilities, 
he able to judge in this Caſe? Certainly their beſt 
Direction muſt be the Holy Scripture, and the 
Apoſtles Creed, that Form of ſound 2 ords. This 
ſets forth to us, but One Holy, Catholick 
Church: Aud that deſcribeth the Nature of 
it, the Form and Manner of its Conſtitution, 
WH plainly enough to any unprejudic'd Mind. 
And the right Underſtanding of this Arti- 
cle muſt needs be the beſt Preſervative againſt 
_———_— bg Schiſms 
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| Schiſms and Div iſians, 4 ſurer Method than 


rality of Men are not ſufficiently inſtructed in 


modell'd into Churches of a very different Co. 


ſhall I think it indifferent to believe, or not 
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Penal Laws, or a bloody Inquiſition : For, one 
would in Charity think, no Man would Schiſ- | 
matically ſeparate from a particular Church, 
if he were convinc'd that Church itſelf were a 
true Member of the Catholick Church of Chriſt, 
out of which, ( tis acknowleag'd) there is nd 
Salvation. But, it is to be feared, the Gene- 


this Point, tho it be an Article of Faith, as 
well as the Dodtrine of the Trinity, or the Re- 
miſſion of Sins, and eternal Life. They count 
it an indifferent thing to hold Communion 
with one or other Party of Chriſtians, though 


ftitution. Whereas, if one of theſe be the True 
Church, all the reſt, that are not of the fame | 
Sort, muſt needs be ſinful Deviations from it: 

and when it can be prov'd a thing indifferent, 
to believe, or not believe, the Dottrine of the 
Holy and eternal Trinity: The Forgiveneſs 
of Sins; the Reſurrection of the Body; 
and Life everlaſting ; then, and not before, 


b:lieve, One, Holy, Catholick Church; 2M 
Aifferent to hold Communion with this or that 
Party of Chriſtians, according to the Prattice vj 
Latitudinarians, and Qccaſional Conformiſts. i 
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This Ninth Article I tabe to be as ancient as 


— 


the reſt of the Creed, and therefore to be equally 


| rhe Object of our Faith, the Subjeit of our Care and 


Endeavors to underſtand the Nature of it, with 


the Grounds and Reaſons of our profeſſing it. 


4 why the common Expoſitions of the 


F Charch-Catechiſm, and of the Creed in par- 


I ticular (mbich are very numerous, and very 


(F: 
10 


e el, have mot , , e. 
eins, I can gueſs at no other Reaſon but this, 


That the warthy and reverend Authors of thoſe 
excellent Manuals, know very well, that theſe 


Points have been fully clear” d- by many learned 
Writers, both Ancient and Modern; yet is that, 
WF conceive, no ſufficient Reaſon for them to paſs 
er over in ſilence, becauſe thoſe large and lear- 
ed Tracts come but into few Hands compara- 
ieh; the greateſt part of Men having neither 
Leiſure nor Ability to purchaſe and peruſe them. 
WTF then, what is here offer d, may be allow'd in 
eme meaſurè to ſupply that Defett ; or, at leaſt, 
may give Occaſion to ſome learned Pen, to do 
more perfectly, it will be Satisfaction to the 


W Author; who deſires nothing more than the 


Glory of God, and the Good of the Church. 
Pf. cxxii. 6. Pray for the Peace of Jeru- 


lem they ſhall profper that love thee. 
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The Holy Catholick Church 
the Communion of Saints. 


the Church, in this Article, is 
meant, the Corporation of Chriſtians, i 
or General Family of all true Be- 
lievers: Out of which Church, 
there is no Ground of Hope, be: 
cauſe no Promiſe of Salvation; for, What-⸗ 
ever our Lord Chriſt did or ſuffer d here on 
Earth, was for the Sake of his Church; Which 
is call'd, in Scripture, the Body of riß, 
1 Cor. xii. 27. Now ye (i. e. Chriſtians ar 
true Believers) are the Body of ri. All 
true Believers, being Baptiz'd, are Fellow- W 
members of one Family, or Spiritual Society, 
of which Chriſt himſelf is the Head. There: 
fore, they are all but one Body, in a * | 
| 5 nſe 


* 
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| Senſe ; and St. Paul ſaith, Col. i. 18. He (i. e. 
| Chriſt) is the Head of the Body the Church, and, 


| Eph. ii. 19. Je are no more Strangers and 


PPP 


Foreigners, but Fellow-Citizens with the Saints, 


f the Houſhold of God, and are built upon 
| tbe Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Ieſus 
= Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner-ſtone. 


In the publick Acts of the Church of Eng- 


Land, the Nature of Cbriſt's Church is de- 
ſcrib'd to us in the Book of Articles, thus; 
1 Art. 19. The viſible Church of Chriſt zs a Congre- 
gation of faithful Men, in which, the pure Word 
Gad zs preachd, and the Sacraments be duly 


W 2dminiſtred, according to Chriſt's Ordinance in all 


b boſe Things, that, of neceſhty, are requiſite to the 
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ſame. Among which Neceſſaries, we ought 

to reckon Mini ſters lawfully called. 
In the Homily for Hu ſunday, Part II. 

Pag. 213. it is ſaid, The true Church is an Uni- 


verſal Congregation, or Fellowſhip of God's faithful 


and elef People, built upon the Foundation of the 


Apoſties and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being 


"the head Corner: tone. He is that Rock, (or 


ſolid Foundation) on which he promis'd to 
build his Church, Mat. xvi. 18. That the Gates 
of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt it. According- 
ly, St. Per. 1 Ep. ii. 5. citing the Words of the 
Prophet, / xxviii. 16. faith, It 26 contain d in 
Scripture, behold I lay in Sion à chief Corner-flone, 
£elef, precious, and be that believeth in him ſhall 
not be confounded. So that Chriſt himſel is the 
Rock or Foundation, on which his Church 
- ; | | 18 


14 cw FFF Tw © . 22 


Foundation of the Church; for, we read, 


being, next to Chriſt, the Inſtrumental Cau- 


nour them with ſome Titles and Privileges 


receiv'd from the Father: For, as St. John v. 


 rwelve Tribes of Iſrael. As the Son had Power 


to the True (Churcbz. 11 


18 built, in the principal Senſe, and primary | 
Notion. It cannot be denied, but that in 
ſome Senſe, the Apoſtles of Chriſt are alſo the 


Rev. xxi. 14. The Wall of the beavenly Jeruſa- 
lem had twelve «Foundations, and, in them, the 
Names of the twelve Apoſtles. For the Apoſtles 


ſes of the Church, he has been pleas d to 
commit his Authority to them, and to ho- 


that belong to himſelf. Thus he gave them 
the like Conimiſhon for gathering and go- 
verning his Church, which he, as Man, had 


22. The Father hath committed all Fudgment unto 
the Son: So, St. Matth. xix. 28. He gave bs 
Apoſtles Power to ſit on twelve Thrones, judging the 


on Earth to forgive ſins, St. Mat. ix. 6. ſo he 
gave his Apoſtles the ſame Power, St. John xx. 
23. As in the Prophet's Prediction, . xxii. 
22. God laid on bis Shoulder the Key of the Houſe 
of David, i. e. Power and Authority in the 
Church, Rev. iii. 7. to receive Men into it, 
or to ſhut them out from it: So he allo gave 
the Keys to his Apoſiles, St. Mar. xvi. 19. and 
XViii. 18. And as he is the Foundation, or 
chief Corner-ſtone, St. Marth. xxi. 42. ſo has 


he made his Apoſtles Foundations of his 


Church, next to. himſelf. And fo in all re- 
ſpecs, as the Father ſent him, he - ſent his 
one] 3 Apoſtles, 


W 


— 11 —— EI 


1 2 The Plots Max's Guide 


Prost with full Power and Authority, to to 
Weather and order the Church; and promis d 
Neo be with them /coays, even unto the End of 
tbe World, St. Marth. xxviii. 20. Which muſt 
needs include all their Succeſſors in the Mi- 
niſterial Office to the World's End. 
The Homily aforeſaid, teaches. us, alſo, 
how to judge of the true Church; for it adds, 
Ve Church hath always three Marks or Notes, 
tohereby it is known, viz. I. Pure and ſound Do- 
Il Lrine. II. The Sacraments adminiſtred according 
| 75 Chriſt's boly Inſtitution: And, III. The right 
| | | Uſe of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, or Government. 
nd all theſe are comprehended in the Unity 
i of the Church. For, in the Forms of our re- 
Neiv'd Creeds, the Church is ſtyl d, One, Holy, 
wt band Catbolick. | 

j 1 I. The firſt Note or Affection of the Church 
b lis its Unity: And it is One in ſeveral reſpects. 
il (J.) The Church is One in reſpect of its 
10 Lor eine, which is Chriſt eſu. All Believers 
In all Parts and Ages of the World, are but 


Wi One Church, or Spiritual Society, which, in 
| | Scripture, is ſometimes call'd One Body, of 
W which Chriſt is the Head ; One Spiritual Bui d- 
| ine, of which he is the firſt Foundation, One 
4 | Family, of which he is Maſter, and Houfſholder. 
| | (2) The Church is One in reſpect of its 
WW Profeſſion of the fame Faith and Doctrine. 
St. Paul tells us, Eph. iv. 5. That as there is but 

ere Lord, ſo alſo but one Faith; which St. Jude 


[ | th, v. 3. was once detiver'd to the Saints. And 
l- 20 therefore, 


1 
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| 


therefore, all Chriſtians muſt receive the ſame 
Form of Doctrine which was at firſt deliver d. 
Rom. vi. 17. They are all oblig d, as St. Paul 
exhorted Timotby, 2 Ep. i. 13. To bold faſt be 
Form of ſound Word ia Faith and Loe tobich 1 
in Chriſt Jeſus. And St. Paul denounces an | 
Anathema againſt the Teachers of new De 
ctrrines. Gal. i. 8. Tho* we, or an Angel from 
Heaven, preach any other Goſpel. than tohat u 
have preach'd unto you, let him be accurſed. 80 o 
that, -whoever wilfully and obſtinately r 
ſakes any Point of X +. true Faith, is thereby 
cut off from the Body of Chriſt's Church 
St. Paul faith of ſuch an one, Tit. iii. 2. that bY 
75 ſubverted, or turned out of the right Way 
he hath left the Chriſtian Way of Life, and 
is no longer a Member of - Chriſt's Church. - | 
(3.) All. Believers are one Church, by 
ceiving and uſing the ſume Sacraments; th 
Signs and Badges of God's People. I | 
Church of God, among the Jett; had tw 
ſuch, viz. Circumciſion. and the P2ſſove i 
And the Chriſtian Church hath two fut | 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. When oi 
bleſſed Lord ſent his Aphſttes to build: hi 
Church, he gave them this Commiſſio | 
St. Mar. xxviii. 19. Go and diſciple all Narion 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and '@ 
the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt. As there ish | 
one God, and one Faith, ſo there is but one Bai 
tifm.. Conſequently, "all that partake of 1 
re One, \I'Cor, Tii. 13. By one Spirit ue 
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| I Baptiz 'd into one Body. Again, at the In- 


12 ave this Command, Ear ye ll of this, and 
Print ye all of this, St. Marth, xxvi. 26 25, 


Waking of the ſame holy Myſteries, are there- 
by One Society. So the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor. 


Body, for we are all Partakers of that one Bread. 
I. (4) All true Belie vers, and all the Congrega- 

ions of them throughout the World, are one 
1 ociety, in reſpect of Diſcipline or Govern- 
ent. As the Church is one Society, ſo it can 
Wave but one Form of Government, all the 

\&s of which, are ratified, and ſtand good in 


. 
44 
| 
il 


de whole Church throughout the World; as 


tor Example, Whoever is, by Baptiſm, admit- 
2 into the Church, in one particular Place, 
0 as, thereby, a Ri ht to Communion with all 
ll 2 Believers, in all Parts of the Earth: And, 
Whoever is, by the juſt Sentence of Excom- 
unication, turn'd out of any particular 
Fhurch, or Congregation, cannot be admit- 


any place of the Earth, unleſs, upon his 
Vbentance, he be firſt abſolved, and receivd 
ain into the Church, and reſtord to his 


which our Saviour, before his Paſſion, pro- 
Nis'd to St. Peter, St. Marth. xvi. 19. and not 


- ae xviii. 18. Perily I ſ wnto yon, 


UA 


Wſtitution of the Lord's Supper, our Saviour 
trom whence, all faithful Communicants par- 


x. wy. We, being many, are one Bread, and one 


S to communicate with other Chriſtians, 


former State. This 1s the Power of the Keys 


to him only, but to all the reſt of the Apo- 
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whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in 
Heaven, and whatſoever ye jhall looſe on Earth ſhall | 
be looſed in Heaven, This Promiſe he actually } 
made good after his Reſurrection, when he 
breathed on the Apoſtles and ſaid, St. ohn xx. 
22, 23. Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe ſoever fins | 
ye remit they are remitted to them, and whoſe ſocuer 
fins ye retain, they are retained. This Power is 
abſolutely: neceſſary to the very Being of the 
Church; for if it were not thus, the Church 
could not be a Regular Society, but: rather a 
Rout or Rabble and confuſed Multitude. But 
God is not the Author of Confuſton, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 33. and our bleſſed Saviour, who gave his 
Apoſtles Commiſſion to gather a Church, 
muſt in reaſon be po on to nominate. and 
appoint the Form and Manner of its Admini- 
{tration and Government. at. offs 20 
And that our Saviour did do ſo, that he did 
appoint what kind of Officers ſnould have the 
Adm 0 ration of his Spiritual tene big | 
appear from Holy ture, where we read, 
bf. That the but and chief Officers wWHhhCꝗum WM 
Chriſt ordained for the Government of his 
| Church, were Twelve Apoſtles. St. Mark iii. 
14. He ordained Twelve that they ſbould be with | 
him, and that be might ſend them forth to Preach, | 
and to have power to heal Sickneſſes, and to caſt out 
Devils. The working of ſuch Miracles be- 
ing an infallible Demonſtration of the Truth 
of their Doctrine, that they came and taught 
with Divine Authority. They were called 
1 Apoſtles, A 
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| Apofiles, becauſe ( as the Word 5 they 
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were ſent by Chriſt as his Me rogers and 
faithful Officers to repreſent his Perſon, and 


to uſe his Authority; and therefore he ſaid of 
them, St. Mat. x. 40. he that receivetb you, re- 


cerveth me — and him that ſent me: But ſuch as 
would not receive them, nor hear their 
Words, ſhould incur. à greater Condemnation 
than. Sodom and Gomorrab, v. 14, 15. | 
2. We read alſo that our Lord himfelf ap- 
pointed a ſecond ſort of Church Officers, St. 
Lake x. I. vis. Seventy, Diſciples. When the 


HFarveſt was too great for ſo few Labourers 
as the Twelve, our Lord himſelf was pleaſed to 
& appoint Seventy more. | 


3. Aſter our Lord's Aſcenſion, when the 
Church increaſed greatly by the Preaching 
of the Apoſtlec, and more Officers were re- 


LY quiſite for its Adminiſtration, | the , Apoſtles 
W themſelves, being guided by the infallible Spi: 


rit of God, ( which was plentifully beſtowed 
an them on the Day of Pentecoſt) appointed 
the third and laſt fort of Church- Officers, 712. 
that of Deacons, as we find Ads vi. 


S3o that here ate only Three ſorts of Eccle- 

ſiaſtical Officers. The two former conſtitu- 
ted and ordained by Chriſt himſelf, the Twelve 
= Apes, anſwering to our Bibops, and the 
W Seventy Diſciples, anſwering to our Presbyters, 
che Order of Deacons being added by the 
l 0 
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© But here it may be expected that T wo Things | 
ſhould be Proved, v1z. . E a 1.408 

I. That the Twelve Apoſtles and Seventy 
Diſciples were different Order. = 
II. That Biſhops, are Succeſſors to the Wi 
Apoſtles; and have the ſame Authority thats | 
they had, li fandi n 46 Ws 
Firſt then, That the Twelve Apoſtles, and 
Seventy Diſciples were of a different Order, 
appears not only by their different Names 
and Number, but alſo by the different Powers | 
inſtated on them by our Lord Chriſt, It doth 
not appear in Scripture that the Seventy Dif- 
ciples had any other Power given them but 
that of Preaching the Goſpel, and of Work- 
ing Miracles for the Confirmation of their 
Doctrine: whereas the Apoſtles had moreover 
the Power of Juriſdiction and Ordination; 
The former our Saviour promiſed them in 
St. Mat. xviii. 18. and actually conferred it on 
them, together with the latter (the Power 
of Ordination) after his Reſurrection, St. Jahn 
I. 21. As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you, i. e. 
with Authority to ordain, and ſend others by 
Succeſſion to the World's end, — Receive ye the 
Holy Ghoſt, whoſe ſoever Sins ye remit, they are re- 
mitted to them; and whoſe ſoever Sins ye retan, 
they are retained. But theſe Powers were not 
granted to the Seventy ; therefore they were 
of an Order inferiour to the Apoſtles. This 
is farther proved by the Practice of the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves; for, when there was one 
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place void among them, by the Death of he 


Traitor Judas, they were ſenſible, that ac- 
W cording to our Saviour's Will and Inſtitution, 


„ 


| 
j 
| 
1 
ö 
| 
[ 
| 
| 


| Another ſhould be choſen to fill up their 
Number: But they, having not yet received 
J]. the infallible Afiiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, 
would not determin this matter without the 


Divine Approbation, which they ſought by 


W ſolemn Prayer and caſting of Lots; for, 


Atts i. 23. having appointed Two ſuch Men 
as had been converſant with our Saviour all 
the time of his executing the Prophetick Of- 
tice, Zoſeph and Matthias; they gave forth the 
Lots, and the Lot fell upon Matthias; and ſo he 
became an Apoſtle, | 


I Matthiar (as ſome think) was one of 


the Seventy Diſciples, had they been of equal 


Authority, and of the ſame Order with the 


Apoſtles, what need was there of his being 
made an Apoſtle by a new Elect on, and ſuch 
2 folemn Appeal to God? But if he were 
not One of the Seventy, what need was 
there of chooſing him ? Since One of the 
Seventy might have ſerved the turn, it they 
were all of the ſame Order with the Apoſtles. 
Hence therefore it appears, that the Apoſto- 
lick Order was ſuperiour to that of the Se- 
venty. SET hk 
The fame may well be concluded from our 
Blefled Saviour's Words to the Apoſtles, St. Luke 


XX11. 29, 30. I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my 
Fatber hath appointed unto me, that ye may uy _ 
Wa 18 | . rin 
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That our Lord doth here confer on his Apo- 
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drink at my Table in my Mae ind fit on 
Thrones judging the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael. 


ſtles ſome Dignity or honourable Office, is 
evident from the expreſs Commiſſion ; I p- 
point unto you a Kingdom. And the Nature and 
Quality of this Kingdom 'will appear from | 
the foregoing occaſion of his ſaying theſe} 
Words; for we read, at verſe 24. that there 
was a ſtrife among them, which of them ſhould | 
be accounted the greateſt. Hereupon our — | 
ſaith, v. 25. the Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe 
Lordſhip over them, &c. but ye ſhall not be 145 | 
v. 28. but be that is greateſt amonę you, let mi 
be as the younger, and he that is chief as he that 
doth ſerve, And this he enforceth with his 
own Example, verſe 27. I am among you a he 
that ſerveth. But then he adds immediately, 
Te are they which haue continued with me in my | 
remptations, and I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as 
my Father bath appointed unto me. © 

The Apoſtles, like the reſt of their Com 
try-men the Jews, expected at firſt a Temporal 
Kingdom of the Meiſiah; and it was the Am- 
bition of Zebegee's Children, to have the chief 
Places and Offices in that Kingdom. But our 
Lord, on all occaſions, corrected their Mi- 
ſtakes, ſhewing them, St. Mat. xx. 28. that he 
came not tobe miniſtred unto, but to miniſter; and 
tho" he were, Acts x. 36. Lord of all, yet Phi. 
ii. J. he rook upon him the form of a Servant, and 
Urected them to follow his Example of Meck. 
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ves and Humility, St. Mar. ii. 29. He decla- 


red St. John xviu. 36. That his Kingdom was 


Lor of this World. Yet a King he is, and a 

8 Kingdom be hath to govern. The Govern- 
ment of which he committed to the Apoſtles 
| | when he ſaid, I appornt unto you a Kingdom, as 


n Father bath. appointed unto me. Now we 
know, that our Saviour Chriſt being both 


I! il God and May, as to his Divine Nature he is 
W equal to the Father, and therefore the King- 
dom which he received from the Father, 


muſt concern his Humane Nature, and that 


Office, which he came to accompliſh in this 


(il World, which wholly reſpected the Souls of 


W Men, and their Eternal Welfare; his King- 
dom therefore is of a Spiritual Nature only, 
not like the Kingdoms of this World among 


the Gentiles, nor to be managd after ſuch a 


Deſpotick Arbitrary Manner as they uſually 


are. So that at the ſame Time when our Sa- 
W viour cautioned the Apoſtles againſt the 
Thoughts of a Temporal Kingdom, and Ex- 
erciſe of Deſpotick Power, at the very ſame 

Tinie (I ſay) he inveſted them with the Su- 


-preme Power of his Spiritual Kingdom, the 


Church. He made them Kings, or chief Of- 
ficers of his Eccleſiaſtical Monarchy. Ac- 
cordingly St. Paul ſaith, 1 Cor. xii. 28. God hath 


ſet ſome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles. If the Apo- 
Ale! were the firſt, and chief Officers, as 


Kings over all the reſt, no more need be ſaid 
to prove the Seventy inferiour to them. 45 
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byters, will appear from the Apoſtles Practice 
recorded in the Epiſtles 1 Timothy and 


there, having Power over the reſt of the 


and People of Epheſus, as appears by. Ch. 1. 
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24%, That the Biſhops "are Succeffors to | 
the Apoſtles, and have the ſame Authority of 
Jurifdickion and Ordination deriv'd to them 
over and above what belongs to ordinary Pref 


Titus. 

It is very plain by St. Pauls Epiſtle to Timo. 
thy, that the Apoſtle appointed him Biſhop of 
Epbeſus, in his ſtead, to act as his Subſtitute 


Clergy there, both as to Ordination and To 
riſdiction. | 
Firſt, As to Ordination ; That Timothy was 


inveſted with that Power, appears plainly} 
from Chap iii. of the Firſt Epiſtle, where 
St. Paul inſtructs him in the Qualifications: of 
Biſhops and Deacons, that he might know 
what manner of Perſons to ordain to thoſe | 
Offices in the Apoſtles» Abſence, v. 15. if 1 
tarry long, thou mayeſt know how to. behave thy || 
ſelf in the Houſe of God, which is the Church f 
the Living God. 
Next, As to the Furiſditins 3 This power | 
alſo did belong to Timothy, as Succeſlor to 
the Apoſtle, and that, over all the Clergy, 


ver. 2. I beſought thee to abide at Epheſus (fays 
St. Paul ) that thou mighteſt charge fome that they 
teach no other Doctrine, i. e. no falſe Doctrine. 
Now this would have been a vain and need- | 
leſs Charge, it he had not alſo Power to cen- 
BY - ſure 
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ſure and puniſh thoſe that diſobeyed his Com- 
mands, whether they were Clergy or Laity. 
Accordingly it follows, Chap. v. 19. Againſt 
| an Elder | or Presbyter ] receive not an accuſa- 
tion, but before two or three Witneſſes. Them that 
7 in rebuke before all, that others alſo may fear. 
| All which implies, that he bad Authority o- 
l ver them by Divine Right, or elſe his Pro- 
W ceſs would have been but a vain trifling 
Mockery, and inſignificant Formality. 
Again, Another Inſtance to prove that Bi- 
'Þ ſhops are the Apoſtles Succeſſors, we have in 
4 KK Epiſtle to Titus. It appears there that 
| St. Pau! ordaind him Biſhop of Crere ; and the 
i Particulars of his rg are deſcribed by the 
I Apoſtle himſelf, Tiz. i. 5. For thzs cauſe left I 
| thee in Crete, that thou Bout deſt ſet in order the 
ge that are wanting, and ordain Elders in eve- 
ry City : There was his Power of Ordination. 
| Then follows his Power of Juriſdiction, in 
/ ver. 10, II. where he is required to ſtop the 
| Months of unruly, vain talkers, and decervers, 
7 lencing them; and ver. 13. rebuking them ſhar p- 
; which are Acts of Epiſcopal Authority 
li and Juriſdiction. And they that deny the 
| | Superiority of Bifhops over other Clergy, 
may as well deny theſe Epiſtles to be Cano- 
| nical Scripture. Certain it is, That the A- 
| | poſtles' did not tranfinit theſe Powers of Or- 
| dination and Juriſdiction unto any but Bi- 
hops. The Elders or Presbyters, at Epheſas, 
| 
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of Crete, to Titus. As for the loweſt Order, 
that of Deacons, the firſt Account we have 
of them is in As vi. The primary End of 
their Inftitution , is recorded, ver. 1. to be 
Aſſiſtants to the Apoſtles in the daily Miniſtra- 
tion; but the higheſt Offices in which we any- 
where find them to be employed, was Preach- 
ing the Word, and Receiving Converts into 
the Church by Baptiſm; both which were 
done by Philip, the Deacon, As viii. But it 
is very remarkable, what we read in that 
Chapter, viz. That tho'- Philip had Power to 
Preach and Baptize, yet he had not the Power 
of Impoſition of Hands for Confirmation : 
This belong'd to an higher Order, v:z. that 
of the Apoſtles; who accordingly having 
ver. 14. beard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, ſent unto them Peter and John, 
two of their own Order, by whoſe Prayers 
and laying on of hands, they received the Hay 
Ghoſt, ver. 17. So that if the Power of Im- 
poſition of Hands for Confirmation was pe- 
culiar to the Apoſtles, and not communica- 
ted to Prieſts and Deacons, much more was 
alſo the Power of Ordination and Juriſdi- 
ction peculiar to the Apoſtles, and their Suc- 
ceſſors the Biſhops, as was ſhew'd by the In- 
ſtances of Timothy and Tits. 1 
The only Difference then between an A- 
poſtle and Biſhop was this, vzz. that the A- 
poſtles were immediately ſent by Chriſt him - 
ſelf, and had an unlimited Commiſſion to 30 
* | B 4 | 
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into all the World : But the Biſhops whom they 
appointed in their ſtead were limited to their 
reſpective Cities and Dioceſes. So that, an 
Apoſtle might be called a Travelling Biſhop, 
and a Biſhop may be ſtiled a Reſident Apoſtle. 
When ever any Apoſtle left any City where 
he had converted great Numbers to the Faith, 
he alſo left there one Perſon to preſide over 
them with Apoſtolical Authority, as Timothy 
at Epbeſus, and Iitus at Crete, And from this 
one Perſon's prefiding over them, the whole 
Multitude of Believers (tho' there were ma- 
ny Congregations of them) made but one 
Church, becauſe ſubject to one Overſeer or 
= Biſhop. And thus the Form of Government 
m the Chriſtian Church reſembles that of 
the Jewiſh. For, as the ſame Cauſe in like 
Circumſtances always produces the like Ef- 
fects: So the ſame Divine Wiſdom which, for 
the Government of the eib Church, ap- 
pointed one High- Prieſt, with manyPriefts and 
Levites, did, for the Government of the Chriſtian 
Church, appoint Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons. 
And ſo St. Ferom (from whom alone, of all 
the Ancient Fathers, our Diſſenters hope for 
- Patronage, but in vain) faith, in his Epiſt. 
to Evagr. that the Apoſtolical Traditions were 
taken from the Old Teſtament; what Aaron, and 
his Sons, and the Levites were in the Temple; 
The ſame thing are Biſhops, Prieſts and Dea- 
cons in the Chriſtian Church, z. e. Three 
diſtin kinds of Officers in a ee 

=. And 
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And it is obſervable, that the Church of Chrift, 
even in its firſt Formation, had Three ſuch 
different Sort of Officers. For while our Bleſ- 
ſed Lord remained on Earth, He Perſonally 
Governed the Church; and is frequently 
filed in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, our great 
High-Prieft, and by St. Peter, (1 Ep. ii. c. 25. v.) 
the Sbepherd and Biſhop of our Souls. The 
Twelve Apoſtles were then his Presbyters; and 
the Seventy Diſciples, his Miniſters or Deacons. 
After our Lord's Aſcenſion, the Apoſtles 
ſucceeded him in the chief Office of Govern- 
ment, according to the Commiſſion he gave 
them, St. John xx. 21. As my Father ſent me, 
ſo ſend I you : And then the Seventy were az 
Presbyters to them. Afterwards, when occa#! 
ſion required ; they ordained the loweſt Order” 
of Deacons. 
The Works of God, which himſelf doth, are 
perfected at once: But what he is pleaſed to 
do, together with any Creature, advanceth 
gradually toward Perfection. So he Created 
our Firſt Parents Adam and Eve, in a perfect 
State of Manhood: But all their Poſterity are 
Firſt Infants, then Men before they become 


9 WEE 


Parents to others. So in the Church there 


were Firſt the Higheſt Orders, Chriſt himſelf the 
Biſhop ; then the Twelve Apoſtles, and the 
Seventy Diſciples. But in after-Ages the Me- 
thod is inverted, and Men advance from the 
lower Office to the higher. So the Twelve were 
advanced into Chriſt's Place, or the Order of 
5 4 
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Biſhops; the Seventy into theirs, or that of 
Prieſts; and others after taken in to the Or- 
der of Deacons. By uſing which Office well, , 
St. Paul ſaith, (1 Tim. iii. 13.) they purchaſe. 

zo themſelves a good degree, and great boldneſs , 
or (as Dr. Hammond ſhews the Senſe of the 
Word mTajj1e to be) greater Authority in the 
Church, z. e. they aſcend into the Order of 
Pr:efts, and thence into that of Biſhops, if need 
require; for without a Biſhop there cannot be 


W 2 Church in the Scripture-Senſe. | | 


This is farther confirm'd by the Inſtanc 
of the Seven Churches of Afro, in the Three 
Firſt Chapters of the Revelation of St. ohn, E- 
Phe ſus, Smyrna, Pergamus, Thyatira, Sardis, Phi- 
ladelphia and Laodicea. It would be very un- 
reaſonable to think there was but one Con- 
gregation of Chriſtians in each of thoſe Ci- 
ties, and the Country about them: This is 

indeed impoſſible, if you will ſuppoſe the 
Labours of the reſt of the Apoſtles to meet 
with Succeſs any ways proportionable to St. 
Peter's, who at one Sermon Converted about 
3000 Souls, AH ii. 41. Without doubt there 
were ſeveral Congregat ions in each of thoſe 
populous Cities, and every Congregation 
had their proper Miniſters, Prieſts or Deacons. 
Let all the Congregations of one City and the 
| adjacent Country, how many ſoever there were, 
are called one Church, becauſe ſubject to one 
Angel or Biſhop. For St. John nameth but one 
Church in one City, and one Angel or chief 

Paſtor there. It 
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1 is true indeed, the Name of a Church 
is ſometimes given to a ſmall number of Be- 
hevers, even thoſe of one Family, as Col. iv. 


15. the Church in Nynphas s Houſe, Which 


is unproperly ſo called, and only as being a 
Part of the true Church. But we may ob- 
ſerve, that for the moſt part, the Apoſtles 
ſpeak exactly concerning the Nature of the 
Churches. When they ſpeak of Believers in 
one City, be the Place never ſo great, and the 
Congregations never ſo many, they ſtile them 
all but one Church ; as the C Church of Feruſa- 
lem, the Church at Corinth, the Church of Per- 
gamus, Sardis, &c. + 

But when.they ſpeak of a Province or King- 


dom, where there are many Cities, they 


change their Stile, and ſpeak of Churches in 
the Plural Number. So Gal. i. 12. the Churches 
of Fudea, 1 Cor. xvi. I. the Churches of Galatia, 
and v. 19. The Churches of Aſia ſalute you. The 
reaſon ot which different way of ſpeaking, is 


this, for that all the Congregations of Be. 


lievers in any City with their reſpective Pa- 
ſtors made but one Church, hecauſe ſubje& 
to one Governor or Biſhop: But in a Pro- 
vince or Kingdom, in which are many Ci- 
ties, there is always mention of a Plurality of 
Churches, becauſe there were as many Biſhops 
(or Deputies to the Apoſt les) in thoſe Regi- 
ons, as there were great and populous Cities. 
Thus then, All Congregations and Pariſhes 
in a City and Dioceſe are but one Church, 
becauſo 


hes... ho 
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becauſe ſubject to one Biſhop: And all the 
Dioceſes in a Kingdom are one National 
Church, ſubject uſually to one Metropolitan 
or Archbiſhop : And all the National Churches 
chroughout the World are one Catholick or 
= Univerſal Church, becauſe ſubject to one 
common Head Chriſt Peſus, the chief Shepherd, 
and Biſhop of Souls, as he is {tiled 1 Pet. ii. 25. 
| Thus I have ſhewed how the Church is 
| one Society, in reſpect of Government or 
| Diſcipline. Conſequently, any particular 
Church or Congregation of Believers, that 
would be eſteem'd a true Member of the 
WW Catholick Church of Chriſt, ought to have 
this Mark or Note of Unity in Four Parti- 
culars, 2. e. They ought to agree with all true 
Churches in having the ſame Foundation, 
| Chriſt Jeſus : the ſame Articles of Faith: the 
| fame Sacraments of Chriſt's Inſtitution : the 
ſame ſort of Paſtors or Governours as were in 
the Church in the Apoſtles Days. This Form 
of Government being founded in Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and his Apoſtles, it is no more in the 
power of Men to alter or abrogate it, than 
it is in their power to alter or abrogate the 
| Sacraments of the Goſpel. And tho, as our 
Saviour foretold, St. Mar. xviii. 7. Offences will 
come: yet he addeth, Moe to that Man by whom 
| the Offence cometh. | : 
= Having ſeen in what Reſpects all Chri- 
ſtians are one Society, we are next to con- 
ſider | 
| 2, The 


. 
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So the Temple was called God's Sanctuary, 


bath not called is to Uncleanneſs, but unto. Holi- 


As, Preaching the Goſpel ; the Adminiſtra- 


| Society where theſe are exerciſed, and for whom | | 
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2. The Second Note or Affection of the 
Church, Holy. The whole Church of Chrift 
on Earth (notwithſtanding the Mixture of 
too many evil Members) is term'd Holy e 
Firſt, in reference to their Vocation, being 
called and ſeparated from the reſt of the 
World to ſerve the true God; which Sepa- 
ration the Scripture calls a Sanctification. 


or Holy Houſe, becauſe ſeparated from com- 
mon Uſes, and appropriated to the Service of 

God. The Prieſts were called Holy, and fo Bj 
eſteemed above the reſt of the Congregation, 
becauſe ſet apart for the immediate Atten- 
dance upon God; and all Chriſtians are ſo 
called, becauſe ſeparated from the unbeliev- 
ing World, and called with an holy Calling, W 
2 Tim. i. 9. and 1 Pet. ii. 9. N are a choſen Ge. 
neration, an holy Nation, a peculiar People, Rom. 
i. 7. called to be Saints. For 1 Theſ. iv. 7. Gad 


neſs. 1 Pet. i. 15. As he which hath called you s 
Holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of Converſation. i 

Secondly, The Church is Holy, in reſpect 
of the Offices per formed, and Powers execu- 
ted therein : For theſe Offices and Powers 
are Holy by their Inſtitution and Operation. 


tion of the Sacraments; and the Power of 
the Keys in remitting or retaining Sins. The 


- | 


they were appointed, is called Hol: 
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| T birdy, in reſpect of their Profeſſion. E- 
very Bapt iz d — maketh open and ſo- 
lemn — of Holineſs, renouncing the 
Pomp and Vanities of the wicked W orld, and all 
be /inful Lufts of the Fleſh, the idolatrous Cu- 
| Roms of Heathens, and giving up their 
Names to Chriſt, do ſolemnly profeſs to be- 
come his faithtul Servants, yielding hearty 
and ſincere Obedience to all the Precepts of 
his boly Goſpel, and the Rules of that pure 
Faith which they embrace. This Obligation 
St. Paul had reſpe& unto, when he ſaid, 2 Tim. 
ii. 19. Let every one that nameth the Name of 
= Crit, 8 rom Iniquity. And tho' Men 
generally come ſhort ot their Duty in this 
Point, yet it is what they profeſs, and in re- 
gard to that Profeſſion, all Believers may be 
called an Holy Society. 
=_ Fouribly, The — is an Holy Society, 
in reſpect of the End for which it was conſti- 
| tated. St. Pau! faith, Tir. ii. 14. that our blef- 
| ſed Saviour gave himſelf for us, that he might 
| | redeem us from all Iniquity, and purifie to bimſelf a 
peculiar People, zealous of good Works, that being 
ſandGified and made holy here, they might be 
At for Happineſs hereafte' : For, Heb. ii. 14. 
Without Holineſs no Man Jhall ſee che Lord. Ac 
Jeordingly, all the faithful Members of the 
| Church are actually ſanctified by the Grace 
of God's Holy Spirit; and ſo are truly and 
really, tho imperfectly Holy now ; and ſhall 


be made perfectly Holy without Spot or w 
mi 


3 1 - 


js Catbolick. Now the Word Catbolick is all 


not properly be called Car holic or Unverſal, | 


for bis poſſeſſion. Accordingly, our bleſſed Sa- 


ders of his Church, St. Mat. xxviii. 19. to goand W 
into all the world, and to preach the Goſpel to eus: 


ceſſors were authorized and empowered to cok N 
lect Congregations of Believers, and admit 


to the True Church. 23 


miſh herealter, when this corruptible ſhall put on 
Incorruption, and this mortal Immortality. Upon 
theſe Accounts chiefly the Church is called | 
Holy. 1 FT iu 

3. The laſt Note or Affection of the Church 


one as Univerſal; and the Church may be 
ſtiled fo, upon Two Accounts, viz. |, 00 
Firſt, As comprehend ng all Believers in all 
Parts of the Earth, and thro all Ages to the 
World's end. | T 
The Church of God, among the cue, could | 


but rather Particular, being confin d to One 
Nation only, and ſome few Strangers received 
among them, as Proſelytes. But God had Wl 
promiſed his Son, Pal. ii. 8. the Heathen jor 
bis inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth 


viour gave a large and unlimited Common 
to his Apoſtles, the firſt Planters and Buil- 


diſciple all Nations. And St-Mark xvi. 15. 10 90 


ry creature By which they and their Suc- 


them into One Society by Baptiſm; and ſa if 
to proceed extending the Borders of the Church 
to the ntmoſt parts of the Eartn. 
Second, The Church may be called Catha | 
lick upon account of the Univerſality of its 
#204T- Priviledges, 


{| 
| | 
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| Priviledges, Properties and Enjoy ments, in 
that therein are contained all things needful for 
the Salvation of all Men. | 
As, Univerſality of Doctrine: All neceſſa- 
ry Truths are taught in the Church, which con- 
cern the Condition of Man in this Life, or the 
Life to come. The Holy Ghoſt, according to 
our Saviour's Promiſe, St. John xix. 13. did 
guide the Apoſtles into all iruth; and they 
= have lett upon Record in their inſpired Wr1- 
W tings, whatever is needful to be known or 
4 _ in order to the Salvation of Man- 
Kind. | 
| So again, Univerſality of Redemption by 
Jeſus Chriſt ; for St. ohn ſays, 1 Epiſt. ii. 2. 
Hess the propitiation for our ſins: and not for ours 
| only, but alſo for the fins of the whole world: Of 
all them that died in Adam, according to St. 
Paul's Argument, 2 Cor. v. v. 14. We thus judge 
(aich he) hat rf one died for all, then were all 
| dead. He proves the Univerſality of the Fall 
of Man, by the Univerſality of their Redemp- 
tion. And finally, The Church enjoys, as 
the Benefit of Chriſt's Purchaſe, Univerſali- 
ty of Grace: all the ſaving Graces of God's 
Holy Spirit, and the neceſſary Aids of Divine 
Aſſiſtance, whereby all the Diſeaſes of the 
Soul are healed; all Spiritual Vertues are diſ- 
| ſeminated in the Soul; all the Words, Works, 
and Thoughts of Men are regulated and 
| reformed, till we become perfect Men in 
| Clift, + 8 e Gl 
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Thus, in all Reſpects, the Church is truly 
Catholick, as containing All forts of Perſons, 
diſperſed through All Nations, comprehend- 
ing All Ages, and enjoying All Priviledges W 
and Sacred Means neceſſary to Salvation. 
This is the primary Notion of the Word Ca- 
tholick, that it ſignifies Univerſal, And this 
ſhews how abſurdly and improperly they 
ſpeak, that call the Church of Rome the Ca- 
tholick Church: For, if Catho/ick be Uni- 
verſal, it is no better Senſe to call the Church 
of Rome Catholick, than it is to call the City 
of Rome the Univerſe, or whole World: "Tis 
a manifeſt Contradiction to call a Part the 
Whole, or a Particular Church the Cathohck "i 
Church. It is true, there is one Acceptation 
of the Word Catholick, according to which it 
hath been applied to a particular Church, viz. 4 
when it is taken for Sound or Orthodox; and ſo 
it ſhews, that the Particular Church which is 
called a Catholick Church, .doth retain the true 
Faith, ſound, and uncorrupt, and ſo is Catho- 
lick, becauſe a true Member of the Cathohck 
Church. 5 5 Y 

But the Church of Rome cannot be calld 
Catholick, even in this Senſe, foraſmuch as the 
hath notoriouſly corrupted the Chriftian Faith'z 8 
and hath, by the Council of Trent, added to 
the ancient Creed many new Articles, contrary i 
to the Word of God; and obliges all her Mem- 

bers to believe the ſame, as neceſſary to Salva- 
tion; and in fo doing, is fo tar from being a 
77 ( 
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True Catholick Church, that, on the contrary, 
{| {he proveth her ſelf Schiſmatical and Heretical. 
| ! But, according to the aforeſaid Homily, 
WI: thoſe Churches are truly Catholick, which hold 
the ſame Faith which the Univerſal Church of 
[ Chriſt in all Ages did ever profeſs; which re- 
ceive the ſame Sacraments of Chriſt's Inſtitu- 
tion; and have the ſame Form of Government 
WW with the Primitive Church in the Apoſtles Days. 
And that there ſhall remain ſuch a Church in 
one part or other of the Earth (according to our 
Saviour's Promiſe, That the Gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail aginſt it) even to the World's End, 
is the true Senſe of this Article, I believe Ons 
Holy Catholick Church. * 
Jo complete the Expoſition of which Article, 
1 muſt alſo conſider the latter Clauſe of it, in 
the Words, e | 


The Communion of Saints. 
The Church of Chriſt is a Spiritual Cor- 
| poration, or One Holy Catholicł Society, as hat 
been ſhewed ; all the Members of which, are, 
or profeſs to he, holy Perſons, and fo, in 
the judgment of Charity, are called Saints; 
tho, properly, by Saints, we are to under- 
ſtand ſuch Perſons as are truly and really, 
tho imperfectly, ſanctified; and do anſwer 
the End of their Holy Calling, by a lively 
Faith and an Holy Converfation. Now theſe 
have Fellowſhip or Communion with All that 
are truly Holy; as VL Son 


3 N 


hip is with the Father, and with his Son, Feſi 


fellowſhip of bis fon Feſus Chriſt , that, as the 


and Phil. iii. 10. We are called to the ue 
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(Erst) With the Holy Trinity, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, 1 St. Fob i. 3. truly our FellowY 


Chriſt. We are admitted into Covenant with 
God the Father thro the Blood of Chriſt oui 
Lord; and by him we have the Priviledge of 
Adoption, to become the Children of Gods 
So St. Paul ſpeaks, Epb. i. 5, 6. He hath prede: 
ſtinated us unto the adoption of Children by 7eſ1l 
Chriſt, having made us accepted in the beloved; 
and 1 John iii. 1. Behold what manner of los 
the father bath beſtowed on ut, that we ſhould bei 
called the Sons of God. So that as Children 
have Communion with their Parents, ſo have 
the Saints with God the Father, and no leſs, * 
With God the Son, 1 John i. 3. our Fellow 
ſhip is with his Son Feſus Chriſt; and 1 Cor. i. 94 
God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the 


Members of the Body have Communion whe 
the Head; and the Branches of a Vine with 
the Body of the ſame; ſo have the Saints 
with Chriſt: For, Eph. v. v. 30. We are Men- 
bers of his Body; and, Col. i. 18. be is 1b 
head of the body, the Church; and he ſaith;Þ 
St. John xv. 5, I am the Vine, ye are the 
Branches. God the Son bath taken our Nature | 
and our Cauſe upon him; our Sins, and the 
Curſe due to them ; and he hath communicated 
unto us his Grace: For, St. John i. 16. Of his 
fulneſs we all have recerved, grace for grace 3 


3 
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ber Sufferings, that we may be conformable 10 70 
bis Death. Whatever he did or ſuffer d in our 
Ware, was for the ſake of his Church; there- 
Wifore the Saints, the true Members of his Body, 
Withe Church, muſt needs have Communion with 
bim therein. Now he executed the Offices of a 
ny Prieſt and King.; and the Saints have 
Fellouſnip with him in theſe, v:z. 
Fr, As a Prophet; He 'bath revealed the 
whole Will of God, in order to Man's Salva- 
Con. And the Saints receive his Doctrine, 
and by Faith adhere to it, as the Word of 
Cod, written for their Learning, Rom. xv. 4. 
That they thro” patience and comfort of the Scrip- 
3 might hade hope, i. e. Hope of Life and 
Salvation through Chriſt their Saviour. 
Secondly, As a Prieſt; He once offered up 
to God the alone meritorious Sacrifice of his 
Body cn the Altar of the Croſs, to attone for 
Jour Sins. And the Church, by way of Com- 
me moration, offers or preſents to God the 
If Father the ſame Sacrifice as often as they ce- 
lebrate the Holy Communion of his Body 
and Blood, Beſt . as St. Paul exhorts, Rom. 
Ki. 1. They offer themſelves to God, or preſent 
If #beir bodies a living ſacrifice, holy and acceptable 
10 Ged, which is their reaſonable ſervice , toge- 
ther with the Sacrifice af Praiſe, Heb. x111. 15. 
and the Sacrifice of our Alm s for the Relief of 
If the Poor, which St. Paul ſaith, Phil. iv. 18. 7s 
an odour of a ſweet ſmell, a f. acrifice acceptable 


| * well pleaſing to Ged. Yet all theſe our 
Sacrifices 
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Sacrifices are acceptable to God, only as the 

have relation to Chriſt, and Communion wit 

him in his eternal Prieſthood. Thus the Saint 
have Communion with Chriſt, who, Rev. 1. 6 
hath made them Prielts unto God and his Fa 
ther. Again, part of the Prieſts Office was 
To pray tor-the People, or intercede with Go 


for them. And Chriſt is the only powerful In 


terceſſor for the Church, by virtue of his mers 
torious Sacrifice, and for that, as the Apoſtl 
ſpeaks, Heb. vii. 25. he ever liveth to make in 
terceſſion for them, for the Acceptance of their 
* Perſons, for the Succeſs of their Prayers, for 
Grace and Mercy here, and eternal Glo 
hereafter. And the Saints have Communio 
with him herein, in that they, through hig 
Name, have free Acceſs to God by Prayer, t 
beg Relief for their own Wants, Spiritual or 
Temporal, and to intercede in behalf of one 
another, in the Apoſtle's Words, Heb. iv. 16 
They may come boldly unto the Throne of grace, 
0 _ mercy and find grace to belp in time 
of need. [4% | | 
Thirdly, Chriſt again, as King, bath all 
power given unto him in Heaven and Earth, 
St. Mat. xxviii. 18. In the Exerciſe of which 
he protects and defends his Servants from all 
Danger, and Enemies, having ſubdu'd and 
vanquiſh'd them; as Sin, Satan and Death, 
So likewiſe, by the Power of his Grace, the 
Saints overcome their Sinful Inclinations; 
They triumph over = World, and the la 
Fo . 3 all 
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Ful Vanitics thereof, 1 John v. v. 4. This 1g 
be victory that overcometh the World, even our 
„h. They triumph over Satan, 1 Pet. v. v. 9. 
in they reſiſt, ſtedfaſt in the faith; and with 
im ll be deſtroyed the laſt enemy, 1 Cor. xv. 
26. which zis Death. And as the Saints thus 
reignu by the Power of Chriſt here; ſo ſhall 
hey at laſt reign with him in his Kingdom of 
Glory to all Eternity. Again, 5. 
| Tue Saints have Communion with God the 
Holy Ghoſt, by his dwelling in them, and 
ſanctifying them, 1 Cor. vi. 19. Know ye not, 
bet their body zs the temple of the Holy Ghoſt © 
phich zs in you? Rom. xv. 16. the offering up 
of the Gentiles is acceptable to God, being ſandli- 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt. And 'tis part of the A- 
poſtles Common Prayer, The Communion of the 
| Holy Ghoſt be with you. Thus have the Saints 
FCommunion with God, viz. with the Holy 
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
F (Secondly) They have Fellowſhip or Com- 
munion with the Holy Angels, who both mi- 
niſter to them in their Exigences, and have 
a molt tender and affectionate Concern for them, 
Heb. 1. 14. Are they not all miniſtring ſpirits, 
ent forth to miniſter for them that ſhall be heirs 
of ſalvation ? And our Lord himſelf faith, St. 
Mar. xviii. 10. Take beed that ye deſpiſe not 
are of theſe little ones, for I ſay unto you, that 
Wl 27 Heaven, their Angels do always bebold the face 
Ay Father which is in Heaven. And again, 
St. Luke xv. 10. There is joy in the preſence 
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of the Angels of God over one ſinner that 
repenteth. | = 
(Thirdy) The Saints have Communion among 
themiclves, 7z.e. with all Saints living on the 
face of the whole Earth, I. St. John i. 7. If we 

walk in the light, we have fellowſhip one with ano- 
ther. They are all Members of the ſame my- | 
ſtical Body, of which Chriſt is the Head, 
I Cor. xii. 27. Now ye are the body of Chriſt, \| 
and members in particular. They all profeſs] 
the ſame Faith; are Heirs: of ihe ſame Pro- 
miſ's; guided by the ſame Spirit; govern'd by 
the lame Laws; and, as living Members, ought MW 

to have a Fellowſhip of Love and Charity to- 
wards each other. They have a Right of com- 
municating in all the Ordinances of the Gol-i8 
pel, in the Prayers of the Church, in the Mi- 
niſtry of the Word and Sacraments. So we 
read of the firſt Believers, Ads 11. 42. that 
They continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles dollrim 
and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 
SE „ i, 
Finally, They have Communion in Diſci- 
pline or Government; all the Acts of which 
in any one place ſtand good, and have the 
ſame effect in all parts of the Church through4 

out the whole World. Thus, whoever is b 
_ Baptiſm admitted into the Church in one 
Place, hath a Right to communicate with all 
Chriſtians in Prayer, Hearing the Word, and 
Participation of the Lord's Supper. And 
Whoever by the juſt Sentence of Excommu 
© | C4 nication 
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nication is caſt out of the Church, cannot 
be admitted to joyn with other Chriſtians in 
theſe Ordinances in any part of the World, 
1 which ſhews briefly how the Saints hold Com- 
munion among themſelves. 
| Fourihly, The Saints on Earth have Com- 
| | munion with the Saints Departed. The 
Church Catholick conſiſts ot two Parts 
One Triumphant in Heaven, having van- 
4 quith'd all Enemies; the Other Militant on 
Earth, warring againſt Spiritual Enemies, 
| Satan, the World, and the Fleſh. Yet they 
| all make but One Church, becauſe united to 
One and the ſame Head, Chriſt Feſus, of whom 
W Eph. iii. 15. The whole Family in Heaven and 
Earth is named. They are ſanctified by the 
ame Spirit: Heirs of the ſame promiſed Inhe- 
© ritance : and after a little time ſhall-meet to- 
W gether, and live in the ſame happy Place ; 
© where they ſhall enjoy the beft Society and 
deareſt Friendſhip in the Kingdom of Heaven 
to all Eternity. 
| But in particular, how the Saints departed 
do hold Communion with us, we know not; 
þ only in general, *tis certain, "they wiſh well 
to us; and tis probable they Pray [or us: We 
gain bleſs God for his bs beſtowed on 
them, by which they were enabled to over: 
come Sin, and perſevere in his Service. We 
mouſt follow their Examples, and imitate their 
Vertues; efteem than living Members of 
| Put body; and be ready and willing to 
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go to them when God is pleaſed to call us. 
But to Pray to them in the Honſe of God, 
with outward Marks of Adoration, in the 
ſame manner as we Pray to God, with confi- 
dence that they hear our Prayers, and cam 
grant our Requeſts (as is commonly practiſed? 
in the Church of Rome) is not only vain, and 
without warrant from the Word of God, but 
alſo Superſtitious and Idolatrous, being plain- 
ly a giving to the Creature that Honour which 
is only due to the Creator, God bleſſed for ever, 
and is therefore no Part of the Communion of 
Saints. + 3 
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The- Principal Objections urged by the Pres- 

byterians againſt Epiſcopal Government 
are theſe, 


G 


_ HAT the Names Biſbop, and Pres- 
byter are in Scripture uſed promiſcu- WM 

ouſly, therefore they think the Office is one, 
and the ſame. 4 
Anſw. 1. This Argument is not good, be- 
cauſe it proves either nothing at all, or more 
than the Objectors would have it; and will 
reduce all Church- Officers to one and the 
fame Order, which, I ſuppoſe, the Presby- 
terians themſelves will not allow. Thus we 
may obſerve in Scripture our Lord Chriſt 1s 
ſometimes called the Biſhop of Souls, _- 
1 Pet. 
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I Pet. ii. 25, ſometimes he is called Apoſtle 
and Higb-Prieſt, as Heb. iii. 1. ſometimes a 
Es Miniſter or Deacon, as Rom. xv. 8. ſo the A- 
poſtles are called Biſhops, AKs i. 20. ſome- 
times Elders or Presbyters, 1 Peter v. v. 1. 
2 St. John i. and third Epiſt. v. 1. and Miniſters 
Jer Deacons, as 1 Cor. iii. 5. 2 Cor. iii. 6, and c. 
vi. 4. Limothy is {tiled Ones, a Deacon, or Mi- 
niſter. And the Biſhop of the Philippians is 
called their Apoſtle. Will any Man therefore 
confound all theſe Offices? But again, 
2. The Superior Order always includes the 

Inferior, as a Deacon when made a Presbyter, 
= doth not ceaſe to be a Deacon ſtill: So a Presby- 
ter when made a Biſhop, doth not ceaſe to be 
Ja Presbyter ſtill, and may on Octaſion be fo 
called. Like as a Captain of a Troop; or 
General of an Army, may be called a Sol- 
dier: Yet every Soldier, is not | therefore a 
Captain, much leſs a General: So every Biſhop 
is a Presbyter; but not every Presbyter a 
8 Biſhop. | 
3. St. Paul, 1 Tim. v. v. 17. ſpeaks of Ruling 
8 Elders, to whom he aſſigns a double Portion. 
Which implies that there were other Elders 
not Rulers, for whom a ſingle Portion was 
8 ſufficient, and when in Ads xx. v. 17. from 
Miletus he ſent to Epbeſzs for the Elders of the 
Church, thoſe Elders were all Ruling Elders, 
e. Biſhops of A/za, of which Epheſus was the 
Metropolis, and accordingly. they are ſtiled in 
v. 28. Biſhops, 3 

—_: 1 Indeed 
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Indeed, by the Word Elder in moſt Places 
of the New Teſtament, we are to underſtand a 
Biſhop properly ſo called; who was an Elder 
in reſpect of his Age, and a Biſhop or Overſeer 

in reſpect of his Office. ; 
And what wonder is it if in the Infancy of 
the Ghurch, before things could be duly ſet- 
led, before the Church was perfectly formed, 
the Names of Officers were not kept ſo di- 
ſtinct, and appropriate as in after-Ages there 
was more reaſon they ſhould? The Diſciples 
of our Lord for ſome time had no diſtinct 
Name appropriate to them; by their Enemies 
they were called Galileans, Nazarenes, and 
Seclaries; by their own Party, Behevers, Bre- 
thren, and the Faithful: But the honourable 
Name of Chriſtians was given them firſt at Anti- 
och, Aﬀs xi. 26. but will any from thence in- 
2 that there were no Chriſtians before that 

"CRE | T0 | 1 
We readily acknowledge, that at firſt, the 
fame Officers of the Church were indifferently 
filed Biſhops, or Elders. And if the Elders 
mentioned in St. Paul's Epiſtle to Timothy were 
Ruling Elders, or Biſhops, 1t maketh nothing 
againſt what I have ſaid. + For, the more theſe 
Elders are advanced, in ſo much the higher 
Orb will Timothy himſelf appear. For, with- 
out all Contradiction, he had Authority over 
them. If they were Biſhops, he muſt needs 
be Metropolitan or Archbiſnop. Several Par- 
ticulars, wherein he exerciſed a eee 
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Authority are plainly legible, as (I.) In the 
Power of Ordination, 1 Ep. c. iii. in the Exer- 
ciſe of which, the Apoſtle counſels him to uſe 
great caution, c. v. v. 22. (2.) In reſtraining 
falſe Teachers, c. i. 3. (3.) In directing and 
ordering Publick Prayers, c. ii. 1. (4. ) In pro- 
portioning Rewards to the Elders, according to 
their Merits, c. v. v. 17. (5. ) In paſſing Judg. 
ment againſt them with caution, and not with- 
out due Evidence of Two or Three Witneſſes, 
v. 19. (6.) In uſing publick Reproof againſt 
che Obſtinate, to the Terror of others, v. 20. 
All theſe Things the Apoſtle lays a ſtrict charge 
on him to obſerve, without Partiality or reſpect 
of Perſons, v. 20. | 1 
| How can one Elder exerciſe ſuch Authority 
over another, unleſs he be a Ruling-Elder i. e. 
2 Biſhop ? | 133 
Tze like Directions we find in the Epiſtle 
to Titze, and accordingly the ancient Fathers 
tell us he was Biſhop of Crete. The firſt Bi- 
& ſhop there ſaith Euſebius Eccl. H. iii. c. 4-7. 
St. Chry/oftom, Hom. i. on Tit. and Theoderet ex- 
preſly faith, Argum. Ep. to Tit. that he was by 
St. Paul ordained Biſhop of Creze, tho a large 
land, that he might ordain Biſhops under 
In truth, the Caſe ſtands thus. When the 
Words Bp and Presbyier ſignified the ſame, 
they were reſtrained to the then ſecond Or- 
Eder of Church-Officers: The firſt Order be- 
| ing only the Twelve Apoſtles : But after the 
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Deceaſe of the Apoſtles, their Succeſſors mo- 
deſtly declined the Name of Apoſtles, reſerv- 
ing that as appropriate to the Twelve imme- 
diately choſen, and ſent by our Lord Chriſt; 
and tor this we have the Teſtimony of Theo- 
doret, in 1 Tim. iii. 1. They give the Name 
Biſhop (ſaith he) to ſuch as were of old called 
Apoltles. So Epaphroditus was Biſhop of the WW 
Philippians, Titus of the Cretians, and Timotby Mi 
of the Aſians. 1 

Second Obj. It is again objected as an un- 
anſwerable Argument, that T:imotby had his 
Ordination by tbe /aying on of the hands of the 1 
Presbytery, 1 Tim. iv. 14. Hence it is preten- 
ded, that Presbyters had: the Power of Ordi- 
nation; and if ſo, it cannot be denied but that 

they are equal, or all one with Biſhops. - 
 _ Anſw. (1.) Let the Scripture be its own ! 
Interpreter. Whoever is there meant by the 
Presbytery, moſt certain St. Paul himſelf was 
one of them; for he faith, 2 Tim. i. 6. I put | 
thee in remembrance that thou ſtir up the Jr of ? 
God which is in thee, by the putting on of my 
Hands. St. Paul himſelf therefore ordained Ti- 
mothy, (and ſure he was more than a mere 
Presbyter ) and if the Reſt, who together with 
St. Paul laid Hands on Timothy, were but mere 
Presby ters, what they did was only [i honorem] 
tograce the Solemnity. But if they were, (which 
is moſt probable) ſuch Presbyters as St. Paul was, 
i. e. Apoſtles, or Apoſtolical Men, v:z. Biſhops, 
then this Place will do no Service to the Pres- 
byterian Cauſs © (2.) Our 
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= - (2-) Our Royal Martyr, the Bleſſed King 

Charles the Firſt, (than whom no Man better 
= underſtood this Subject of Church-Govern- 
ment, no Man better defended it) will here 
= furniſh us with an unanſwerable Dilemma, 
viz. His Majeſty's Third Paper to the Mini- 
© ſters at the Ifle of Wight ; Relig. Carol. p. 307.] 
Either there was at Epheſ7s and Crete a Pres- 
© bytery, 1. e. a College of Presbyters, with 
Power of ordaining Presbyters and Deacons 
* without a Biſhop; or there was not. If there 
were ſuch Colleges with ſuch Power, then was 
there no need of St. Paul's ſending Timothy 
and Titus thither for that purpoſe : But if 
there were not, then had Timothy and Titus 
the Sole Power of Ordination in thoſe Places 
by Apoſtolical Commiſſion. And ſo indeed 
it appears they had, by theſe Epiſtles to them. 
The Poſtſcript of which Epiſtles do alſo ex- 
I _ call them, the firſt Biſhops of thoſe 
1 CY, 
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05. T HE Independents, tho' diſagreeing 
2 with the Presbyterians in their Scheme 
of Church-Government; yet ſo far agree with 
them, as to Level a Biſhop and a Presbyter, 
and will allow a Biſhop to be only 4 Paſtor 
of one Congregation. And beſides what has 
been before alledg'd, and anſwer d from Scrip- 
ture; They pretend to make this Diſcovery 
from Ignatius his Epiſtles ; becauſe that m_— 
1 op 


Biſhop; and ſpeaks of their Aſſembling toge- 
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Biſhop and Martyr, exhorting the People to 
Unity, mentions often one Altar, and one 


ther for Publick Worſhip n n an in one Place. 

Anſw. Whatever Writings, Divine or Hu- 
mane, Men read with a Biaſs on their Judg- 
ments, no wonder if they miſtake their Mean- 
ing, and produce them for Witneſſes, which will 
in truth be found to witneſs againſt them. All 
the World that know any thing of St. Ignati- 
as, and his Epiſtles, muſt needs know that he 
was Biſhop of Antizch, and that in theſe Epiſtles 
he aſſerts Epiſcopacy in the true Eccleſiaſtical 
Notion, and often nameth the Three Orders of 
Church-Officers, Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons; 
and what diſtin&t Reſpect is due to each of 
them; and this ſo plainly, as if thoſe Epiſtles 
had been but lately written by ſome Proteſtant; 
Biſhop, deſignedly againſt our Proteſtant Dif- 


ſenters. HEE] , 17 BY 

As for his One Altar, it muſt be underſtood} 
not Numerically for One in Number, but for 
one in Specie or Kind. That altho' there were] 
in the City of Antioch, and the Country about 
it, an Hundred or a Thouſand Congregations 
of Chriſtians, and ſo many Altars for Divine 
Worſhip ; yet might they truly and properly 
be called one Church and one Altar, becauſe} 
all of one kind; and in Communion with one 
Biſhop. Whereas, if there had been but two 
Congregations of a different kind, as Presby- 
terian and Independent, there would hav 2 
5 ; tar 
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Altar againſt Altar; and not One, but Two 
Churches ; and neither of them right ; neither 


of them of Chriſt's Inſtitution. 
As for their meeting 1n one Place (by 


was no more than a Pariſh-Prieſt, all whoſe 


WT eaſy to anſwer, that no Publick Worthip can 
be perform'd, unleſs the Worſhippers aſſem- 


were a Hundred or a Thouſand Congrega- 
tions, they all muſt have, and each of them 
diſtinctly, their d avn, or Place to meet in. 


W Directions as may concern them joining in 
W Publick Worſhip, what reaſon is there to 
Wimit them to one Place numerically ? 


Wtogether 4 = air in one Place, tho' they 
had in all a Hundred or a Thouſand Congre- 
tions; for, each of theſe muſt have their 
diſtinct = evn or Place to meet in, notwith- 
= ſtanding which, (as I ſaid) they are but one 
Church, while they are in Communion with, 
Wand in due Subjection to one Biſhop. For, 
bow do all Chriſtians in the World form 
one Society, or Catholick Church, but by 
being united in one kind of Government 
under Chriſt Jeſus, their ſupreme Head and 


a multitude of Men are but a confuſed Rout, 


(but God is not the Author of Confuſion) 


which it is thought to be prov'd that Ignatius 


Flock do make but one Congregation) it is 


ble together in one Place; and ſuppoſe there 


And if their Biſhop writes to them all, ſuch - 


Might he not properly ſpeak of their coming 


ö EBiſhop of their Souls? Without Government 


e nen ain 1 
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and if all Believers together make but one 
Catholick Church, they ought to have but 
one Form of Government, tor a Diverſity of 


Governments would multiply the Church, 
and then it could not be one Society. But 
we profeſs to believe One Holy Cuarholick 
Church, and ow implies Unity of Govern- lM 
ment, which is thus manifeſt: The Acts of 
any particular Church being acknowledged 
to be good and valid throughout the whole | 
Church; That whoſoever is by Baptiſm | 
admitted into any Particular Church, hath } 
thereby a right of communicating with all 
Churches thro' the World, and whoſoever 
is juſtly caſt out of one Church, is thereby 
Excluded from the Society of Chriſtians, and 
cannot by any be receiv'd, or accounted a 
Fellow Member. So that, All Particular 
Churches being Fellow-Members, and Parts 


of the Catholick Church, every one ſtands 1 


accountable to the the Reſt for all their Actions; 
and no one can be juſtified in doing any Ack 
in prejudice unto, or contrary to the Acts of 
another. 353 | 
Which ſhews the abſurdity of Independent 
Churches. For, if every particular Con- 
gregation under one particular Paſtor (to 
whom they are no otherwiſe united than b 
their own voluntary Compact) be of it ſelf 
an entire Church, and independent from all 
others, there can be no ſuch thing as Unity, 
Order, Government, or Exerciſe of Diſci- 


Vine 
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pline among them. For, ſuppoſe any un- 
{found Member to be caſt out from one Con- 
gregation by Excommunication, he may 
{ forthwith join himſelf to another, and then 
ſtill be remains a good Member of Chriſt's 
| Church. Nay, ſuppoſe him to be a moſt 
ſcandalous Offender, and one whom no o- 
ther Church will receive: if he has but con- 
f dence enough to ſet up for himſelf, and the 
Fortune to draw Diſciples after him, he that 
in one Place was cut off trom the Body of 
Chriſtians as a rotten Member, ſhall in ano- 
ther Place become a good and principal Part, 
= nay Head of a Church. From which it ap- 
| pears, that Unity of Diſcipline is abſolutely 
| neccſiaty to the well-Being of the Church; 
| that without it there can be no Order, nor Go- 
= vernment, no Unity of Divine Worſhip, nor 
 Certainty of Faith. For, who ſhall cenſure or 
controul them that pretend to be independent 
and unaccountable to all others, tho' they 
be guilty of Hereſy, or of introducing the 
| grofſeſt Corruptions into the Effentials of 
Divine Worſhip ? Seeing then our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, the Expreſs Image of Divine Wiſdom, 
gave his Apoſtles Commiſſion to gather a 
Church out of all Nations of the Earth, to 
become one Spiritual Society, one Body my- 
ſtical, of which he is the Head; we cant 
in reaſon ſuppoſe, but that he inſtituted alſo 
a Form of Government for the Preſervation 
of the fame. And this I before ſhew'd _ | 
* Why | | the 
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) 
I 
- 
- 


| Paſtor of their Dioceſe, their immediate Spi- 


endeavour to correct and reform him by 


alſo to ordain a more faithful Perſon in his 


, 


— 
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the Epiſcopal Government, according to 
which only, there may be one and the ſame WW 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline exerciſed in all parts 
ot the Church on Earth; while all particular 
Perſons, Congregations and Paſtors in eve- } 
ry Dioceſs are accountable to the ſupreme } 


ritual Governor, the Biſhop of the ſame. And 
all the Biſhops, of the whole Church through. 
out the World, being Equals, and Fellow-Col- 
legues, are therefore equally concerned for 
the good of the whole Church. And it any 
of them notoriouſly neglects his Charge; 
or tranſgreſſes the Bounds of his Office, 
falls into Errors or Hereſies, or any way 
corrupts the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, the -reſt having Knowledge thereof, 
are oblig'd by the nature of their Office, to 


wholſom Admonitions and prudent Coun- 
ſels; and if, after all their charitable Endea- 
vours, he continues obſtinate and unreclaim- 
ed, it concerns them all joining together in 
a Synod, or Council, to execute Spiritual 
Cenſures upon him, caſting him out of the 
Church; and warning all Men to ſhun his 
Society, and have no Commnnion with 
him, eſpecially in Matters of Religion ; and 


ſtead, to feed the Flock of Chrift, the Church: 
For all Biſhops are Miniſters of the Catho- 
lick Church in common; and tho' they have 


* —_ 
| 


[52 


, 


The Plain Man's Guide 


each of them diſtinct Charges, yet are they 
| equally concerned for the good of the whole 
Church. Thus St. Paul gives the Biſhops of 
A this Charge, Ads xx. 28. Take beed to 
your Selves, and to all the Flock, over which, the 
Holy Ghoſt bath made you Overſeers | imoxores Bi- 
Hope] to feed the Church of God: and the Rea- 
ſon of this Charge follows, v. 29. For I know 
= hat after my de parting ſhall grievous Wolves enter 
in among you, not ſparing the Flock. Alſo v. 30. 
| Of your own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking per- 

I verſe Things to, draw Diſciples after them, there- 
fore watch. They were all Spiritual Watch- 
men, to take ſtri& Notice, and to admonith the 
Church of any approaching danger from the 
fly Attempts of Hereticks and Seducers. And 
tis the great Privilege of all Believers to have 
ſuch Spiritual Guardians concerned for their 
Safety. To this purpoſe is that of St. Paul 
E 3 Cor. iii. 22. whether Paul or Apollo, or Cephas, 
all are yours, and ye are Chriſt's. Chriſt Jeſus 
determining by the Labours of his Apoſtles to 
gather together all Believers into one Spiri- 
[ tual Society, cannot, in reaſon, be ſuppoſed to 
= have neglected the eſtabliſhment of any 
thing that ſhould be neceſſary for their Pre- 
ſervation, or expedient for their Welfare: 
Which yet he had neglected to do, had he 
(as ſome Men weakly imagine) appointed 
no one certain Form of Government. For, 
without Government no Society can ſubſiſt. 
Or had he left it to the pleaſure and choice of 


Men, 


„  - A 2 hg ; 
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fore hinted ) the Church could not be reaſonably! 
called one Society, one Catholic Church : 


viz, by being a ſound Member ot that 


ds 4 
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Men, what Form of Government to uſe, the 
Effect would have been, that in different Places 
there would have been uſed a different Govern- 
ment, according to the different Humours 
and Opinions of Men. But then (as was be- 


_ 


For, one Society can have but one Form of 
Government, Fat of 


= 


| 
| 
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Reaſonable Inferences. 5 


I. TF the whole Church of Chriſt be one So- | 
ciety, then is there but one ordinary} 
way to Heaven, and eternal Happineſs, Þ 


; 


Church, which our bleſſed Saviour, the e- i 


ternal Son of God hath purchaſed with his 
Blood, called by the Word Preached, and 
ſanctified by his holy Spirit. Unleſs we be 
admitted into this Society, we cannot have 
any reaſonable and well- grounded Hope of 
Salvation. So St. Cyprian ſaith, Habere non po- 
teſt Deum Patrem qui Eccleſiam non habet Matrem. 
God is not his Father, to whom the Church 
is not 2 Mother. And St. Paul intimates as 
much, Gal. iv. 26. Jeruſalem from above is the | 
Mot ber of i all. For, all the Benefits of Chriſt's } 
Paſſion are appropriated to his Church: All 
the Promiſes of God of Grace and Mercy to 
Men, are made to them that are within the | 
159 . Church, 


| 
= 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Church, and therefore out of this there can 
de no Safety. Thus we read, Ads ii. 47. That 
| the Lord added to. the Church dail 'y ſuch as ſhould 
be ſaved. And this method Chick he firſt 
| uſed and ſettled for the Salvation of Men, he 
| will always continue. Chriſt hath not ap- 
pointed two Ways to Heaven: He did not 
WL eſtabliſh his Church for the Salvation of ſome, 
and make another Proviſion for the Salvation 


— 


of others. St. Peter filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 


declared As iv. 12. That there is no other Name 
under Heaven given among Men, whereby we 
U mult be ſaved, but that of Feſus z and this 
Name is no other way given but in the 
Church; the ordinary way therefore to par- 
take of Chriſt, and the Salvation purchaſed 
by him, is 'by being admitted into his 
Church, and continuing therein by a ſtedfaſt 
Communion with all the Faithful in all Chri- 
ſtian Offices. The Unity of the Church, and 


the Neceſſity of Men's gre ſy therein, - in 


ii W World. 


order to their Eternal Salvation, is by ſome of 
the Ancients judged to be repreſented. by 
Types and Figures of other things ; as Noab's 
Art, and Rabab's Houſe. For, as the Ark by 
| God's Appointment was framed for the Pre- 
If ſervation of Noah and his Family; while all 
[| the reſt of Mankind that came not into the 
Ark periſhed in the Deluge: So the Church 
of Chriſt is the only (outs. EA: in which we 
may be ſecure from WR POPE wath the 


i And 
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And as the City of Jericho being appointed 


her, when ſhe receiv'd the Spies: So none o 
Mankind can be delivered from the Stroke o 


diefeati any true Member thereof of the Mer- 


which God by Promiſe hath aſcertain d to 
his Church. e ” 


will give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom 9 


r 
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by God to be deſtroy'd, 79. vi. 7. from 
which Deſtruction none could be delive- 
red, but they that were in the Houſe with 
Rabab, according to the Covenant made with 


Divine Juſtice, but only they that are in Co- 
venant with God, and under the Protection 
of that Church which he hath founded upon 
a Rock, that the Gates of Hell cannot prevail 
againſt it, nor all the Powers of nne 


cies and Favours, and eternal Advantages| 


II. If the Church be but one Society, tol 
which all the Promiſes of Life and Salvation 
are confin'd, it concerns all Men then, asg 
they love their Souls, to take heed that they be 
not ſeparated from this Holy Society. Which 
Separation can be effected only by one of theſe 
Two Ways, via. Either 

(I.) By being caſt out of the Churches Com- 
munion by juſt Cenſures of the Church fox 
ſome ſcandalous Offence, incorrigible Miſde- 
meanor, or Heretical Opinion obſtinately and 
pertinaciouſly defended. That the Church 
hath ſuch Power, is evident from the Words 
of our Saviour to St. Peter, St. Mat. xvi. 19. 


Heaven, i. e. Power to admit Perſons capable 
D 4 | _ inte 
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into the Church, and of ejecting the User- 
ahr out of it. In which Power the Gover- 
nors of the Church were tully inveſted by 
four Saviour after his Reſurrection, St. ohn xx. 
23. Whoſe ſoever ſins ye remit, they are remitted 
1 them, &c. without which Power Mr. Calvin 
(If. lib. iv. C. Xii 984.) was ſenſible the 
Church would not long ſubſiſt. And we find 
it uſed betimes by St. Pau! in the Caſe of Hy- 
1 —_—_ and Alexander, 1 Tim. i. 20. Whom the 
Apoſtle delivered unto S: atan, that they might learn 
r to blaſpheme. And again, of the Inceſtu- 
Fous (Corinthian, 1 Cor. v. 5. delivered unto Sa- 
ban for the Deſtrullion of the Fleſh, that the Spi- 
Writ might be Javed in the Day of the Lord Feſws. 
Nowy ſach Perſons as are thus judicially cut 
Foft from the Church by the Sentence of Ex- 
communication, are thereby deprived of the 
FHoly Ordinances of Chriſt, which he hath 
del his Church as the ufual Means of Sal- 
vation. Again 
( 2.) Men may be excluded from the Socie- 
ty of Chriſt's Church by their own Act; coin- 
Emitting this piece of Spiritual Cruelty upon 
Fthemſelves. As all they do, who thro' Pride, 
Obſtinacy, and an ungovernable Humour, 
or out of a light, fickle and wavering Spirit, 
toſſed to and fro with every blaſt of New 
= Doctrine, forſake thoſe Spiritual Guides 
which the Divine Providence hath aſſigned 
them, and heap up to themſelves Teachers, a mul- 
IF tude of Teachers, as St, Pau! foretald we 
wou 
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would, 2 Tim. iv. 3. Becauſe they have itching Wl 
Ears, but cannot endure ſound Dottrine. When 
Men run into needleſs Schiſms and Factions, 
and ſeparate from the Communion of a True 
Church, in which they might lawfully and in- 
nocently remain, by ſo breaking the Unity of 
the Church, they break themſelves off from the 
Body of Chriſt; for that is but One, and can- 

not admit of Diviſions. 

Hence St. Paul ſo earneſtly in all his Epiſtles 
preſſeth upon Chriſtiavs the Fundamental 
Duties -of Following Peace and Love, and 
Preſerving Unity; as 1 Cor. i. 10. I beſeech 

you, brethren, by the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, = that 
there be no diviſions among you, but that ye 
be perfefly joined together in the ſame mind, 
and in the ſame judgmemt. And he cautions 
Men to beware of ſuch as make Diviſions, 
Rom. xvi. 17. Now I beſeech you, brethren, 
mark them which cauſe diuiſiont and offences — 
and avoid them; For they that are ſuch, ſerve 
not the Lord Feſus Chriſt (they deſign not to 
make Men better Chriſtians) but they ſerve 
their own belly, and by good words and fair 
ſpeeches they decerve the hearts of the ſimple. | 
So that, it highly concerns Men to beware of 
all ſuch Seducers as with fair Pretences of bet- 
ter Edification and: purer Ordinances, do en- 
deavour to draw them into Schiſm, i. e. a State 
of Unwarrantable Separation from the True 
Church or any part thereof; for, he that 
18 
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is divided from any True Church of Chriſt, is 
moſt” certainly divided from his whole My- 
{tical Body, and is, % facto, cut off from 
the Church. 

III. Since our Lord Chriſt (as I ſhewed) 
eſtabliſned the very Form of Government for 
the Uſe and Benefit of his Church in a Subor- 
dination of Paſtors; as the Twelve Apoſtles 
| ſuperior to all others; and their Succeſſors, 
the Biſhops ſuperiour to Prieſts and Deacons, 
as appears plainly alſo by the Examples of 
Timothy and Tits : And ſince Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory informs us that theſe Three Orders, 
of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, have been re- 
tained in the Church from the beginning, ever 
fince the Apoſtles Days, we 'may well from 
thence conclude, | | 

That they are no true Churches which re- 
ject this Subordination of Church-Officers, 
and deny Subjection to their lawful Biſhops. 

Certain it is, There can be no True Church 
without True Paſtors; And as certain, that 
the Church being a Society of Chriſt's Inſti- 
tution, muſt therefore have ſuch Paſtors and 
Officers only as He appointed. And that 
He appointed the Epiſcopal, Government, 
beſides the plain Inſtances thereof before 
Mewed, in the Apoſtles, in Trmorby, in T1, 
and the Angels of the Churches of A/a, 
{Revel. ni. firſt Chapters) beſides theſe (I ſay ) 
or were there none of theſe, yet even this 


would be a good proof thereof, vig. That the 
s Epiſcopal 


— 
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Epiſcopal Government is ſo ancient as the 
Church it ſelf, and hath continu'd in it thro“ 
all Ages. But there never was a Church 
formed and modeled with a Parity of Pres- 
byters, without a ſuperiour Biſhop, in any 
part of the Earth, in any Age of the World, 
before the Geneva Reformation from Popery: 
Which Novelty alone is ſufficient Prejudice 


againſt the Presbyterian. Church-Govern- 


ment: And, on the other hand, the Anti- 
quity of Epiſcopacy, and its Continuance 
in ſo many Apes, js a good Preſcription, 
and no ſmall Evidence of its being a. Divine 
Inſtitution : For, had it been an Humnne 


Invention, and à groſs Antichriſtian Cor- 


ruption (as ſome have Confidence to fay) how 
can we imagin, that the Catholick-Church 
of Chriſt ſhould have been fo long, and fo 
early fabje& to it? And how then was the 
Promiſe of Chriſt fulfilFd, That he would build 
his Church upon a rock; and that the gates of 
Hell ſhould not prevail againſt it ? For, after 


_ our Lord's Aſcenſion into Heaven, before all 


his Apoſtles were dead, Prelacy was eftabliſh'd 
in all Churches through the World, and hath 
fate at the Helm ever ſince, without a Rival, 
till within the Two.laſt Ages. And can we 
imagine that our Lord Chriſt would permit 
his Church, ſo ſoon to want, and to cont1- 
nue ſo long wanting ſo neceſſary and eſſen- 


tial a Part as Trxe Governours ? Or that Pro- 
vidence ſhould continue, protect, and bleſs 


falſe 
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talſe Miniſters 2 Or that they would have fo 
well employ'd their Labours and diligent En- 
deavours in the Extirpation of Errors and 
= Herefies? They were Men of this Order, 
chat being called together by Chriſtian States 
and Emperors of old, met in General Coun- 
| cils, and made Decrees for the good of the 
| Church in general, condemning. and ſup- 
preſſing all falſe and erroneous Opinions, 
and confirming the Church in Truth and 
= Goodneſs. And particularly in our Nation; 
they were Men of this Order, who, by the 
Bleiling of God, .and Aſſiſtance of the Civil 
| Power, purged our Church from all Romſh 
| Cor: uptions. and Superſtitions Innovations. 
And it ought not to be forgotten, that the 
| Epiſcopal Clergy were in a late Reign un- 
| der God, the Chief, if not the only Defenders 
of the true Faith and Reformed Religion, 
againſt all the Frauds and Sophiſtry of Romiſh 
Averſrie. 
But to return, If the Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment be of Chriſt's Inſtitution, then they 
that refuſe it, where it may be had, and 
EF where it is duly eſtabliſhed, cannot be exem- 
pted from the Guilt of notorious and inex- 
cuſable Schiſm; and ſo cannot be reputed 
True, Proper, or Perfect Churches. St. Je- 
rom ſaith, Eccleſia non eſt que non habet Sacer- 
dotem, that is no True Church, which hath 
not a Biſhop, for ſo the Word | Sacerdos | 
may well be rendred: But if it be rendred 
. ; $64 Prieſt, 
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prieſt, the matter cometh to the ſame Iſſue. 
| For, according to the Sentiments of the beſt 
| and pureſt Ages of the Church ; no Man could 
| be a Prieſt, unleſs ordained by a Biſhop. And 
then if St. Ferom meant that there could be no 
| Church without a Prieſt, he muſt alſo mean 
that there could be no Church withont a 
Biſhop; ſince there could be no Prieſt unleſs 
there were firſt a Biſhop to ordain him. And 
St. Cyprian defines the Church, Plebs Epiſcopo 
adunata, the People united to One Biſhop. 
And whatever Society of Believers are not 75 
modelled, thro* their own Act and Choice, re- 
fuſing and rejecting ſuch Church-Government, 
cannot themſelves be termed a True Church 
of Chriſt, ſeeing they reze& thoſe proper Offi- 
cers which were of Chriſt's Inſtitution. 
Upon this accounr, our Royal Martyr, the 
Bleſſed King Char/es I. frequently declared, 
% He could not in Conſcience conſent to aboliſh 
* the Epiſcopal Government, being moſt conſo- 

* nant to the Word of God and Apoſtolical Inſti: 


* tution ; and which by his Coronation-Oatb he 
= 4.4 


was bound to maintain. And ſo he did, even 
unto Death, with the Learning of a Biſhop, 
with the Zeal and Courage of a Martyr. 1 
IV. Being taught in the Creed to be- 
lieve that the Church is an Holy Society, we 
are thereby inſtructed in the neceſſary Con- 
dition of our being True Members of Chrilt's 
Church, of our entring into the Kingdom of 
God, the Kingdam of Grace here, and of 
1 Es Glory 
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Glory hereafter; and this is, real Sanctity 
and. Holineſs; without this Condition 20 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. ii. 14. No Man 
can be a True Member of the Church of 
Chriſt, and partake of the Priviledges there- 
of, unleſs he be himſelf in ſome good mea- 
ſure holy; unleſs he has truly repented of his 
former evil Ways, and reſolved, with full 
purpoſe of Heart and Soul, to cleave unto the 
Lord, ſincerely to obey the holy Doctrine, 


and carefully to follow the Holy Exemple of 


our Bleſſed Lord Chrift Jeſus. It will be no 
Advantage to us, to be admitted into the 
Church of Chriſt, unleſs we have the True 
Qualities of Purity and Holineſs effential to 


the Members of Chrift. Nay, without theſe, 


the very Priviledges of the Church will be- 


come the greateſt Diſadvantages to us: For, 


to be unfruitful under all the Means of Grace 


and Salvation will increaſe onr Guilt, and 
make us liable to the greater Condemnation, 


to be beaten with more Stripes than they that 
inned through Ignorance, or againſt fewer 
Means of Conviction and Reformation. To 


come to the Marriapge-Feafſt without a Wed- 


| 


yp, 


| 


| | knowledge the Church an Holy Society, and 
pretend to be Members of it, without endea- 


oe to keep ourſelves pure from all Pol 


ding-Garment, is not only vain, but alſo 


dangerous and deſtructive; ſuch an one will 
be caſt into outer Darkneſs, and undergo 
Puniſhment with Aggravation. If we ac- 


lution 


Church, 1. e. that all True Believers do be- 


God, and thoſe Favours and Priviledges 


and Diſcipline Exerciſed by proper and ſelect 


themſelves the Name and Title of the Church 


to the True Church. 63 1 
lation of Sin, our Practice will contradick 
our Profeſſion, and we thall be condemn'd. il 
out of our own Mouths : But if we be truly 
ſanctified; if our Converſation be according 
to Godlineſs, and our Practice agree with } 
our Profeſſion, then are we True Members of 
the Church of Chriſt here, and ſhall be admitted 
to a Participation of his Glory hereafter.  Þ 

Finally. We profeſs to believe the Catholick } 


long to one and the ſame Society ; that this 
Myſtical Body of Chriſt is but One, hows 
ever the Members of it are diſperſed through 
ſeveral Times and Places in the World; and 
therefore we muſt not confine the Mercy of 


which he hath promiſed to Ins Church, to 
any One Nation; much leſs to this or that 
inconſiderable Sect or Party. But in all the 
World, where ever the Goſpel is ſincerely 
Preached ; the Sacraments duly Adminiſtred; 
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Perſons, ordain'd thereunto according to 
Chriſt's Holy Inſtitution, there we acknow- 
ledge a True Church, and Member of the 
Catholick. But whatever Company aſſume to 
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of Chriſt, unleſs in all the fore: mentioned 
Reſpects, of Doctrine, Sacraments, and Go- 
vernment, they be the ſame with the Church 
at firſt planted at Feruſalem, and from thence 
propagated and continu'd ever ſince, they 

| cannot 
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cannot truly and properly enjoy that hono- 
rable Title. TT 
The only way therefore to judge of any 
Particular Church, is, by its Conformity and 
| Agreement in all Neceſſary and Eſſential 
Parts, with the Primitive Church at firſt 
planted at 7eru/a/Ay, and by the Protection 
of Divine Providence ever ſince preſerved pure 
and entire in all Eſſential Parts in one place or 
other of the Earth, which ſhall fo continue to 
the End of the World, and is the True Catho- 
lick Church, out of which Ordinarily there 
can be no Salvation. To theſe Purpoſes we 
area ht to believe the One, Holy, Cat bo icht 
that being educated in the ſame, and 
eins true Members thereof to our Lives 
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d, we way then paſs to the Church Triun- 
Pbant, and remain Co-Heirs with Chriſt in his 
Eternal Glory. 
Uto him that loved us, and waſhed us from 
our Sins in his own Blood, to the Lamb that 
was ſlain, and is alive for ever more: To the 
Eternal Fat hes, and moſt holy Spirit, Three Per- 
I ſons, One Ged, Eternal undivided Trinity, be 
I rendred all Honour, Praiſe and Glory, Adora- 
tion and Obedience now and for evermore. Amen. 
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